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President: Jennifer Koch
Vice President: Sherry Morse 
Treasurer: Lindsay VanAssen

Executive Secretary: Bethany Lewis 
Membership Secretary: Ellen Broadhurst 

Members at Large:    
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Beth Kauffman 
Mo Swanson
Natasha Rutherford
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We had fun this season and hope you did too!   

Hope to see you at the Championship Show and the  
Year End Awards Ceremony!

Hay!!



   

Year-End Awards Documentation

https://www.lvda.org/schooling-shows
https://www.lvda.org/lvda-year-end-awards-program
https://www.lvda.org/year-end-award-documentation-requir


  The Danish System Survey
By Sherry Morse and Ellen Broadhurst 

As reviewed in our last newsletter, LVDA has been using the Danish System for 
awarding ribbons at schooling shows this season. To recap, when using the “Dan-
ish System,” any competitor scoring above 67.0% receives a blue ribbon, 62-66.9% 
receives a red ribbon, 57-56.9% yellow ribbon, 52-56.9% white and 47-51.9% pink. 
There are no green ribbons using this system.

The initial reason for switching to this system was to manage showground traffic 
given Covid restrictions. Show management was able to score tests and immediately 
return them to the competitor with a completion ribbon. Additionally, as the season 
progressed, it became apparent that scheduling is significantly easier for show man-
agement when classes do not need to be grouped together.  For example, a trainer’s 
students could be scheduled together, rather than split across the day into classes; 
and any individual timing requests could be granted without impacting timing for 
other riders in the class. 

After using the Danish System for the 2021 show season, LVDA show managers felt 
that it was a useful tool that LVDA should consider switching to even when the need 
for limited contact is no longer necessary. Rather than making a unilateral decision, 
it was decided that LVDA members who had shown this year should be given the 
ability to voice their opinion of the Danish vs the traditional ranking system.

A survey was sent out to all LVDA members. 33 members responded, all of whom 
competed at one or more of our schooling shows. With a clear majority, 70% favored 
the Danish system while 30% favored a return to traditional 1-6 ranking. 

Responses pro-Danish system focused on individual achievement: 
“I like the Danish system. As someone not new to showing horses, but new  
to a discipline that involves a scoring system, I feel the system recognizes us  
individually rather than against each other. And at the schooling shows, that 
 is a great encouragement to newbies like me. Scores were then posted on the 
LVDA website, so once the show was over, I was able to compare my scores to 
others. I give the Danish system a thumbs up.” 

continued



   
Perhaps not surprisingly, those who prefer the American ranking system had a 
stronger desire to see how they performed relative to other competitors:

“While it’s important to know dressage is improving yourself, it does take  
 away the competitiveness of competing against others.” 

“I like winners and losers. So go back to placing 1-6 in the classes.”

Given that the Danish system is logistically easier to manage, and that the majority 
of LVDA competitors who competed under the system and responded to our survey, 
are in favor of the Danish System, the LVDA Board has decided to continue to use 
the Danish System for our regular Schooling Shows in the 2022 Show Season. 

LVDA hopes that the Danish system will continue to be appreciated by all who at-
tend our shows as it allows show managers, secretaries and attendees greater flexi-
bility than the traditional system.

For riders for whom it is important to gauge their performance versus other riders, 
LVDA will continue to list dressage schooling show results on the website grouped 
by class. Any rider competing will be able to view their results relative to all other 
riders that day by viewing the results posted online. Additionally, LVDA’s Recog-
nized Show as well as the LVDA Championship classes and the Year End Awards 
will continue to use the American ranking system to award placing. 



Training to 4th Level
By: Katie Staib

As we all know, there is no easy climb up the levels of dressage. I began training my 
Welsh X Thoroughbred mare in dressage in 2018 after  navicular issues ended her 
jumping career.  My mare’s physical limitations lead me to a whole new chapter of 
my life.  I believe things happen for a reason. Handling navicular is no easy condition 
to manage; however, with the right team behind the scenes, Lacey has exceeded so 
many expectations! My dressage training story begins with Lacey. 

Lacey took me to my first dressage schooling show and our very first big dressage 
venue at Lendon Gray’s Dressage 4 Kids festival in 2019. Since then, I have also been 
very fortunate to have ridden some horses of close friends and have learned a great 
deal from them (some being experienced and some being green). Over the past year, 
Lacey and I began competing at recognized shows at 1st and 2nd Level, doing what-
ever she could handle. 

In late October of 2020, I began training on an I-1 Schoolmaster named Draco  
through an opportunity offered to me by the Palamar Foundation and Trisha  
Hessinger with help from Betsy Steiner. Over the past 10 months, I have learned a 
great deal from Draco about not only dressage, but so many other parts of horseman-
ship. Draco is a 19 year-old Oldenburg Gelding, who still has that stallion spunk in 
him, that keeps me on my toes. As I have learned, not all schoolmasters are easy. And 
with any horse, they all come with baggage- whatever that may be. Schoolmasters 
don’t always give it to you on the 1st, 2nd, or even 3rd try. Draco being a big guy, was 
an adjustment for me from riding my strong, but smooth little pony. As I like to say, 
I sometimes feel like he “bounces me into outer space”. Lacey and Draco couldn’t 
be any more different, but it has helped me to develop my riding and training. With 
schoolmasters, I have learned that just because they know how to do so many dif-
ficult things, doesn’t mean their biggest struggles might not be the simplest thing. 
Consistency in thoroughness has been our every ride. There is not a day that I am not 
working to get him softer, suppler, and more consistent. 

In November 2020, we began working with Draco after he had significant time off. 
Not only was I just learning the mid-upper level movements, but we had just begun 
getting him fit and back into competition shape. Over the winter, we had worked  
extremely hard to regain his fitness and to get to know each other better.  As with  
any horse, it takes time to click and understand each other fully, and we continue to 
improve on that every day. 



  
One of the challenges Draco presented to me was his lack of attention and frequent 
spooking. I’d say after 10 months, we only now have been able to move past this at 
his home farm. I’ve learned from many riders that keeping schoolmasters engaged 
can be a challenge and is pretty common. Draco’s body was in need of the basics, but 
his mind wandered. Sometimes I feel like my brain is going a mile a minute, trying 
to figure out things to keep work engaging for him. 

We started the 2021 show season showing 2-3. This served as a much needed basis 
for getting back out into show rings. Through May and June, Draco and I had shown 
2-3, and 3-3 at recognized shows, getting qualifying scores towards my bronze  
medal, as well as regionals. Just like any other horse and rider, we are allowed to 
make mistakes. Even though schoolmasters are well experienced, doesn’t mean they 
will automatically snap right back into the rhythm and confidence in showing. It 
takes time and patience but we continue to grow and improve.

After multiple shows, in hopes of earning my final score at 3rd level to earn my 
bronze medal, we successfully qualified for regionals at 3-3 and got my last score  
towards my bronze on July 17th, 2021 at Bucks County Horse Park. Now, feeling 
confident in our skills, and continuing to develop a more consistent connection 
during all movements, we are excited to debut 4th level in August with the support 
from LVDA’s generous Riding and Education Scholarship. I am so proud of Draco 
and the journey we have traveled together.



LVDA Youth Take Home High Rankings  
At IEA Dressage National Finals

By Becky Kuc

The Interscholastic Equestrian Association (IEA) hosted their first ever true Dressage 
National Finals at Tyler Rose Horse Park in Tyler, Texas from May 15th -16th.  
Dressage riders from all over the country vied for spots in the National Finals, needing 
to have their team place Champion at Regionals or to place Champion as an individ-
ual at Regionals. Not only are these only high school and middle school aged riders, 
but they do not bring their own horses to these competitions! Rather, the team and 
coaches watch the horses warm up the morning of the competition, and then horses 
are drawn by random for each class. For the dressage tests, riders typically get 2-5 
minutes of warm up on this horse before having to start their dressage test. For the 
equitation rides as soon as the riders mount and enter the ring they are instantly being 
judged.  

After all Regional and National finals were canceled in 2020 due to COVID, that made 
all the teams and riders that much more eager to get a spot this year! The Hidden 
Creek IEA Team formed in 2018/2019 season to try it out at one show. Coaches Jill 
Kuc, myself, and Holly Ahner from Hidden Creek opened the team up to any riders 
throughout the surrounding areas as an opportunity to be part of a team and partici-
pate in IEA. There are monthly practices throughout the year where “mock shows” are 
held to practice equitation, dressage tests with 2 minute timed warm-ups, and practice 
watching the horses warm up without knowing which horse you’ll draw. Riders on the 
team know that they must continue regular weekly lessons with their private trainers 
to be on the team and by requiring that, the team has been able to obtain riders from 
throughout eastern PA, as well as help those riders form better friendships with riders 
not at their home barn.

This year, 6 of the 7 team members were LVDA members during the season, and all 
are currently LVDA members. The High School Team made it to Regionals coming in 
Reserve Champion, just 1 point shy of the Champion placing. Many of the girls also 
qualified for individual rides at Regionals, culminating in two riders, Ryleigh Koch and 
Sheridan Taylor, earning their spots for National Finals in Texas! With about a month 
to prepare from Regionals to Finals, we quickly booked flights and hotels for myself, 
my mom, and the girls.



   
Since they were both competing in Varsity Open Individual Classes, both riders had 
their National Finals on the Sunday, which gave us the chance to watch the competi-
tion on Saturday and see the horses! 
 
The entire atmosphere at Nationals was a great experience for these riders. From 
goodie bags for riders, to seeing how far teams traveled to get there (we were one 
of the farthest at ~1445 miles), and seeing riders from all over the country, who all 
earned their spot at National Finals by winning Regionals. These kids all deserved  
to be there, and they were all very talented riders. Placings could go any direction 
depending on horse draw and what the girls did with it. 

Sheridan was the first of our two riders to go. Watching the horses warm-up, there 
was one very tense, very flighty, large chestnut (mind you very flashy, but also very 
spazzy). Naturally, this is who Sheridan drew. However, Sheridan was more than  
excited to draw this horse after seeing him and that went to her advantage! We 
mapped out a set warm-up for her to do for her time around the ring. All 2 minutes 
were carefully planned to allow her to do everything she needed, with backups where 
necessary. The second they took their first trot step in warm-up, my mom and I 
looked at each other, smiled and knew she had it in the bag. The test was beautifully 
ridden, the horse was relaxed and Sheridan had the biggest smile on her face! Upon 
completion of the test, riders and coaches got to watch a live re-play of the test on a 
private screen. Seeing her name on the screen and getting to instantly re-watch the 
ride was a very special moment and opportunity to share with her. Sheridan placed 
4th in the large class, placing in the top half! She also placed 8th in the entire IEA 
Dressage High School for a horsemastership exam that was available for any IEA 
member (didn’t have to be at Finals) to participate in! 

Ryleigh’s class was a few classes after Sheridan and as an equitation class, had to be 
in the ring with 8-9 horses in a full dressage ring. She had to ride smart and had to 
do something to make herself stand out in the best possible way. Her horse draw was 
also a very complicated mount, as he wanted to curl regardless of how much 
Ryleigh gave or tried to keep his head up and out! Despite that, even in her efforts to 
get him un-curled, she looked absolutely beautiful. Very quiet aids, very tactfully and 
smartly ridden lines, and a true professional out there despite only being a freshman! 
The judge clearly noticed her skills and grace as well, and even on the more difficult 
ride, Ryleigh earned herself 4th place and top half of her class as well! 



  
That needs to be repeated….. these two girls placed 4th at the highest IEA levels at 
National Finals! They got to experience flying to a competition, competing at a live 
broadcasted competition, where every rider was vying for the National Placings, 
and they both not only placed, but placed 4th! They were also very gracious and 
supportive of each other, as well as of all the riders there and truly were cheering 
every single person they knew from our region on. The friendships made in IEA 
aren’t just the team, but the region competes as one at Nationals to represent 
where we come from. You had automatic cheerleaders for you just by having a 
region next to your name. We are incredibly proud of the entire team for placing 
2nd at Regionals, but especially excited that Ryleigh and Sheridan got to have the 
experience of going to the  
National Finals! 

Watch for more updates as the 2021/2022 season kicks off this Fall and we’re 
hoping to get riders to Nationals again!

  



Decades of Dressage Show Success
By: Katie Staib

We are excited to report that our very first annual Decades of Dressage Show was 
a huge success! We are so grateful to everyone that came out to support the LVDA 
Youth Program! This year the money earned will go towards reimbursement of 
stalls for LVDA Youth riders as they travel to Youth Team Challenges to represent 
our organization. 

With a total of 14 youth volunteers, our show ran as smoothly as possible, and we 
received many compliments 
from competitors. Every-
one loved showing at such a 
relaxed and beautiful facility 
at Thunderhead Farms! Our 
Silent Auction Lessons, and 
our beautiful raffle baskets 
were a big hit, and enjoyed 
by many! Our youth even 
had fun filling out ticket 
stubs! This year, we had  
raffle basket items donated 
by Leids Shoes and Saddlery, Mane and Tail products, and a wine and lavender 
basket! This year we also auctioned off lessons with Trisha Hessinger, Cara Klothe, 
Danielle Bertholf, and Natasha Rutherford, and we are so grateful for their support 
of our youth program!

 



  
Through this experience, I have learned a great deal about every little detail that 
goes into organizing and managing a horse show, and I believe it is very important   
for youth to learn just how much goes into making shows possible. We youth are the  
future of the organization, and one day we will be the ones managing and/or host-
ing shows of our own, and I think learning early will help us be more active in the 
development of the program and our knowledge as equestrians.

Our Decades of Dressage Show was not only completely organized and run by LVDA 
youth, but also the first all Adult Amateur show celebrating the decades of which 
riders were born.   For this show, we envisioned a day to celebrate and thank the 
Adult Amateurs of our organization, and that is just what we did. In addition to 
silent-auction lessons and raffles, we also had a new system for rewarding high 
point riders. We awarded the highest scoring rider born from each decade! These 
prizes included, a Decades of Dressage Neck Rosette, as well as an assorted candy 
box full of candy from the decade each rider was born. 

We were so happy to have been able to host a show just for our Adult Amateurs, and 
are very excited for what new ideas and additions are to come next year!

 

Decades of Dressage Video
Created by one of our LVDA Youth  

Riley Schreiber  
click her to view the video

the link will route you to YouTube

https://youtu.be/Gw12VzsXi3U


How I Used My LVDA Clinic Scholarship
by Ryleigh Koch

Dressage4Kids held a TEAM clinic, hosted by the beautiful Northridge Farm in 
Effort, PA over the weekend of April 17-18, 2021. Saturday started by getting to the 
barn, feeding, cleaning our horses stalls, and hand walking our horses, followed by 
opening remarks with Lendon. I took my D4K lease pony, Perlita, a 2007 bay PRE 
Pony mare.

In our first ride, we worked on shoulder-in, which we sometimes struggle with. We 
also worked on slowing Pia’s canter down, as she prefers to go fast and not carry 
weight behind. For our Saturday Lunch Lecture, Alexa Derr talked about what is 
needed to achieve our goals as riders, via Zoom. Having a good support system is 
super important. You need a good vet team, farrier team, saddle fitter, body work 
team (both your horse and yourself), and good coaches. Saturday evening, Christina 
Coxe of Equi-Librium came to talk about the benefits of equine therapy. Both the 
mental and physical aspect of equine therapy is amazing.

On Sunday, Pia and I worked on walk-canter transitions for most of the ride. We
revisited the shoulder in and leg yields. Overall this day was much better, because 
she was more on my aids and I was riding more accurately. For our Sunday morning 
lecture, Kara Pomeroy came to teach us about Yamuna Body Rolling. We learned 
different exercises and benefits. It can be a full work out or a 5 minute exercise. On 
Sunday for our lunch lecture, Cara Klothe came to talk about riding up the levels,
and Beth Hart and her mare, Gholdie were perfect examples of riding the differ-
ent levels and demonstrated the definition of the movements from training level 
through 4th level (your collected trot in second level will be different than your col-
lected trot at fourth level).

Thank you to everyone who 
made this clinic possible, I had 
so much fun! Thank you
especially to LVDA for award-
ing me with a scholarship to 
attend this clinic and further 
my training with Perlita as we 
work towards competing in 
FEI Pony classes next season!
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USDF Region 1 Website

LVDressageAssociation   

LVDATeams
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http://facebook.com/LVDATeams

